
 
Welcome to Sinclair Wilson Movie Making! 

 
Today you are going to create a Movie ‘Trailer’ using iMovie on an iPad 
 
A trailer or preview is an advertisement or a commercial for a feature film that 
will be exhibited in the future at a cinema. 	  
 
Creating a Trailer in iMovie is easy, simply choose a movie theme, like 
romance, action, etc. from the list and watch a preview of the genre.  The clip 
comes complete with titles, imagery, music…everything but your video.  All you 
need to do is drop in your own visuals. 
	  
There are 14 Trailer templates on the iPad but we only backgrounds for 5 of 
them. So, best to choose one of the following: Fairy Tale, Super hero, Scary, 
Swashbuckler (pirate) or Expedition (travel adventure.) 
 
Work in a group to film and edit your trailer 
 
The iMovie template shows what kinds of shots to include (landscape, close-
ups, wide, action, etc). You can choose to use the suggested text or come up 
with a story of your own.	  
	  
How to make your trailer stand out: 
 

1. Great Acting: Don’t be shy! Its your turn to shine! 
2. Get into Character with costumes and props  
3. Tell an exciting story: Create your own captions 

 
First we create a plan of what to film and the story you want to tell: 
 

1. Choose a name for your film company “Fun4Kids Films’ 
2. Choose a name for your movie	  
3. Choose a name for your characters or use your own name	  
4. Decide on what is going to happen (write down some captions)	  
5. Choose some actions for your actors	  

	  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Editing your film 
 
Step 1: Create a NEW Trailer Project 
 
 

Tap on iMovie icon to open 
iMovie 

 
Tap the Projects button at 
the top of the screen to 
select a new project.  
Tap the PLUS sign +  
 

 
Tap on Trailer 

 
 
Scroll to see the iMovie 
trailer genres, then tap the 
Play button in the viewer to 
preview the selected one. 
 
Tap Create in the upper-
right corner of the screen to 
choose the trailer genre 
that’s currently selected. 

 
 

 
You can now begin building your trailer by adding video, adding cast members, customizing 
titles, and so on. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Step 2: Add a movie name, cast members, and credits 
 
The trailer outline is where you provide a movie name, cast member names, credits, and so 
on. All of this information appears in your final trailer.  
 
Tap the Outline tab. 
 

 
Start by entering the films title in the 
very first field at the top of the 
screen. 
Tap the placeholder name in any 
field, then type in the name of your 
film; tap Done to dismiss the 
keyboard.   
Tap the placeholder Studio Name 
in any field, then type a fictitious 
name: tap Done to dismiss the 
keyboard.  
 

 
Tap the logo style name to select a 
different studio logo. You’ll see a 
small selection of animated 
sequences to choose from in the 
preview panel to the right. 

 
If applicable, tap a cast member’s 
gender and title style to select 
different ones. 

 
If the template allows for a variable 
number of cast members, tap the 
Plus button to add a cast 
member or the Minus button to 
remove one.  
 

 

Tap the placeholder Credits in any 
field, then type in the films entire 
credit list, from the director to the 
costume designer: tap Done to 
dismiss the keyboard. 

 



 
 
Step 3: Customize titles (add your own captions) 
 
The storyboard is a visual representation of the flow of your trailer, and it’s where you 
customize titles and add video and photos to your trailer. Titles appear onscreen in your 
trailer and help tell your story.  
 
Add your own titles (story captions) 
 
Tap the Storyboard tab. 
 

 
Tap any blue bar to make its text 
fields editable; type new storyline. 
 
You can tap the Clear button 
above the keyboard to quickly 
empty all text fields. 
 

 
Tap Done on the keyboard when 
you’re done making changes, or 
tap the Previous or Next button 
(arrow) above the keyboard to 
edit another title. 
 

 
At any time you can restore the 
title to its original text by tapping 
it, then tapping the Revert button 
above the keyboard. 
 

 
 
TIP: Use as few words as possible. Trailers are fast-paced and text is never on the screen 
for very long. iMovie’s templates do not leave much room for text. And, the more you write, 
the smaller the text becomes and harder it is to read. 
 



Step 4: Add video 
 
The storyboard is a visual representation of the flow of your trailer. It includes 
video wells to which you add video to build your story. iMovie makes it easy to 
add suitable video content. Each clip of the trailer includes a small thumbnail 
graphic that depicts what type of shot it is. For example, the thumbnail for an 
action shot displays a man running, and a close-up shows a face. 
 
Tap the Storyboard tab, then tap an 
empty video well. 
 
A video well’s placeholder image and 
label (for example, Landscape, Wide, 
Medium, or Group) suggest the style 
of video you should add. 
 

 
 
In the Video browser beside the 
storyboard, tap the video you want to 
add. (If the Video browser isn’t 
showing, tap the Video button so 
that it appears.) 
 
The selected portion of video is 
outlined in yellow. To select a different 
portion of video, drag the yellow 
selection box right or left.  

 
 

 
To preview the selected video, tap the 
Play Selection button . You can 
also swipe your finger left and right 
over a clip to manually preview the 
entire clip, which can help you identify 
exactly which part of the clip you want 
to use.  
  
 
Tap the arrow to add the video. 
 
iMovie automatically adjusts the length 
of the video clip to fit the video well’s 
duration. 

 

 



 
In the Video browser, an orange line 
appears at the bottom of the video to 
indicate that it’s being used in the 
trailer. You can use the same video 
again in the trailer if you want.  
 

 
If you add a video to the trailer but 
wish to edit the timing of the clip, 
simply tap on it, then adjust the 
selection portion using the yellow 
outline in the Media Library window 

 
 
You can turn on volume for the video 
clip.  
 
You can also delete a video file by 
tapping on the Trash Can so that you 
can replace it with something else. 

 
Record a video clip 
 
To record a new video clip and add it 
to the trailer timeline, tap a thumbnail, 
then tap the Camera icon. Next, tap 
the Record button and wait for the 3-
second countdown to end. iMovie will 
now record a video clip and add it to 
the trailer. 
 

 
 
 

Tip: You must fill in all the video wells. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Step 5: Play a trailer 
 
You can play a trailer at any time to watch it from the beginning or to check your 
work in progress. 
 
Tap the Play button (below the 
viewer on the right) to play the 
trailer in the viewer.  
 
In outline view, the trailer plays 
from the beginning; in storyboard 
view, the trailer plays from the 
playhead (the red vertical line).  
 
Tap the Play button again to 
stop playback.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
You can also tap the “Play full-
screen” button below the 
viewer on the left, which plays 
the trailer from the beginning.  
 
If the playback controls aren’t 
showing, tap the screen. Tap 
Done in the upper-left corner of 
the screen to stop playback.  
 

 

 
 

 
 



6. Export a trailer 
 

Once all the video clips and titles have 
been entered, tap on the back 
ARROW at the top of the viewer 
screen 

 
 

Tap the SHARE icon 

 
 

Choose SAVE VIDEO (This will save 
your video in the photo library) 

 
Choose the BEST size to output your 
Trailer 

 
 


